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—— In which are 17 things hard to be 

under ſtood; which they that are unlearn d 
and unſtable wreſt, (as they do alſo the 

other Sertptures,) to their own Deſtru- 


ion. 


H O' the Words now read have a par- 
l ticular Reference to the Writings of 
St. Paul, yet I ſhall craye leave to treat 
them in a larger and more extenſive View. The 
Obſervation of our Apoſtle is equally applicable 
to other Parts of the ſacred Scriptures; and 
St. Paul is by no means the only Writer miſ- 
underſtood by ſome, and perverted by others. 
+ Difficulties, of one Kind or other, may be 
met with in almoſt every Part of the Bible; 
—— abundantly ſufficient to exerciſe our Dili- 
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gence, and abate our Pride, And indeed on 
any other Suppoſition than this, there would be 
leſs Occaſion to devote a whole Body of Men 
to the Study of theſe Writings: The Labours 
of ſo many Learned Perſons to illuſtrate and 
explain them would be vain: and the differing 
Opinions, ſometimes obſervable concerning the 
ſame Paſſages, would be perfectly unaccountable. 
Self-evident Truths are equally acknowledg'd 


by the learned and the ignorant: and Points ob- 


vious to be underſtood are not apt to create 
much Diſpute amongſt the knowing. 
However, tho' we readily confeſs that Diffi- 
culties occur in the ſacred Writings, yet this 
will be no Matter of Wonder to ſober and think- 
ing Men. It is no more than might reaſonably 
be expected in Books of ſo old a Date; and 
eſpecially, where ſo _ Aids are wanting 
fully to explain them, The Books themſelves 
were doubtleſs compos'd with as much Clear- 
neſs as was proper; and theſe Perplexities ariſe, 
not from any original Obſcnrity in the Wri- 
ters, but from the Nature of the Subjects con- 
cerning which they treat, and the Infelicity of 
the preſent Times. | 
It is remarkable that Difficulties, more or 
leſs, occur in all ancient Writings whatſoever. 
The Errors of Tranſcribers are ſometimes im- 
ble to be corrected. Dead Languages can- 
not be ſo perfectly underſtood as thoſe which 
are in common Uſe. A bold and figurative man- 
ner of Expreſſion, familiar to ſome of the an- 
Cients, is remote from the common Forms of 


writing. And the Memory of ſome _ - * 
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luded to, and well known in the Author's Times, 
may be entirely loſt to us. Theſe, and ſeveral 
other Cauſes, muſt unavoidably ſpread ſome fort 
of Darkneſs on ancient Writings; and prevent 
our accounting for each particular with the 
ſame Exactneſs, as tho' we liv'd when theſe 
Books were wrote. So that Difficulties are far 
from being peculiar to the ſacred Scriptures: 
They are common to all ancient Books what- 
ſoever: and muſt ariſe from the ordinary Cir- 
cumſtances and Condition of things. 

It is true indeed, as Books which are meer- 
ly human, are of leſs Conſequence to us than 
thoſe of Sacred Original, ſo Miſtakes about 
them, are of leſs Moment and Concern; and 
therefore we cannot but wiſh for a more com- 
pleat Knowledge in thoſe later Writings, than 
the former. Yer ſtill there is no juſt Reaſon 
for Complaint. Points of abſolute Neceſſity to 
be known, are laid down with a Clearneſs ſuit- 
able to their Importance, Every Man of com- 
mon Capacity, by uſing the 2 Means of 
Inſtruction, may ſatisfy his Mind about them. 
And as to others of a lower and leſs momentous 
Kind, --- tho' it becomes us not to undervalue 
them, yet we ought not to become anxious 
that Difficulties ariſe about them. The Scri- 
ptures, under the preſent Light we enjoy, are 
ſufficient to make us wiſe unto ſalvation; and fully 
to anſwer the great Purpoſes propos'd in giving 
them. The ſeveral Particulars involv'd in Ob- 
{curity, are of ſuch a Nature, that however 2 
more exact Knowledge of them might gratify 
the Curious, --- or perfect the Learned, --- or 


edify 
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edify and improve the Serious, yet our Salya- 
tion is ſecure without it: And therefore we 
have more Reaſon to adore the Goodneſs of 
God for the Light we enjoy, than diſquiet or 
rorment ourſelves that He hath not vouchſaf d 
us greater. 

The Remarks offer'd, are not, I conceive, 
entirely uſeleſs. But yet, as the Subject before 
us is of great Importance, I ſhall not content 
myſelf with looſe and general Obſervations. I 
ſhall chuſe rather to purſue this Point more 
diſtinctly; and prepare the Way to ſolve and 
account for the principal Queſtions which ariſe 
from it. 

To this Purpoſe I ſhall begin with an Attempt 
To State and Limit the PointIam treating of; 
and to Shew, How far we admit that there are 
Difficulties in the Sacred Writings. 

It will be proper, in the next Place, to En- 
quire particularly, From Whence theſe Diffi- 
culties do arile. 

After which, I ſhall apply the Conſideration 
of the Matter before us to its proper Ends and 
Ules. 

In order to State the Point I am treating of 
it may be oblerv'd, that the Word Difficulty is a 
relative Term; not only as it implies a reſpect 
to the Underſtanding, bon likewiſe as it ſup 


ſes ſome Diſproportion between the Point of- 
fer'd, and the Apprehenſion of that Perſon to 
whom tis offer'd. Intellectual Difficulties are 
Things of ſuch a Kind, that they either entire- 
ly elude our Labours, or at leaſt require ſome 
uncommon Pains in order to account for them. 

But, 
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Bur, as the Attainments and Opportunities of 
different Perſons are various, ſo it is evident 
that Matters propos d to their Apprehenſions 
muſt be variouſly either difficult or eaſy. Na- 
tural Sagacity, A good Education, The Com- 
mand of Books, The Converſation of the Learn- 
ed, and the like, give mighty Advantages to one 
Man above another; and make thoſe Things 


appear plain and obvious, which in other Cir- 


cumſtances would be exceedingly difficult and 
perplexing. 

The Ule I would make of this Reflexion is 
This; The Dithculties I am concern'd with at 
preſent, are thole only which perplex the Learn- 
ed and the Skilful. The cleareſt and moſt ob- 
vious Writings may appear hard to thoſe Per- 
ſons who are unus'd to Thinking: And it is 
ſcarce poſſible to expreſs any Thing fo plainly 
as to prevent all Miſtakes in the Ignorant and 
Inattentive. We are now treating Not concern- 
ing thoſe Things which eſcape the Apprehen- 
ſions of Some only, but of thoſe, which either 
exceed or try the Abilities of All: --- of thoſe, 
which ariſe rather from the Condition of the 
Writing, than the Quality of the Reader. 

We may obſerve, in the next Place, That as 
a Foundation of natural and acquir'd Senſe is 
neceſſary for the right Apprehenſion of any 
Writings whatſoever, ſo it is farther requiſite 
that great Care be us'd in the Search, and the 
ſeveral Means and Opportunities embrac'd, 
which may be ſerviceable to explain them. 
Perſons therefore, of the greateſt Attainments, 
muſt call in eyery Aid which can be had; -- muſt 
have 


6 Scripture Difficulties 


have Recourſe to the ſeveral Arts and Sciences; 
and draw Light not only from their own paſt 
Obſervations, but the various Attempts and La- 

bours of the Learned. Points, which may be' 
fettl'd by an ordinary Care this way, are out of 
the preſent Queſtion; and thoſe only which re- 
fiſt our Pains, and either till remain obſcure, 
or demand ſome uncommon Labour, ought to 
be rank'd under the Head of Difficulties we are 
now conſidering. The Scriptures were written 
for our Learning; and therefore require the ſame 
Attention which is neceſſary in any other 
Science. They were deſign'd to inform our 
Minds, but not to excuſe our Sloth, 

It will be ſcarce needful to add, That Pre- 
judice and Paſſion are apt to caſt a Darkneſs 
over the plaineſt Things; That there is no 
guarding againſt the Perverſeneſs of Mankind: 
And therefore we are perfectly unconcern'd 
about thoſe Miſtakes, which ariſe from the ill 
Temper of Men themſelves; and are owing 
rather to their own Partiality, than to any real 
Doubtfulneſs in the Sacred Writings. 

Having laid down theſe preliminary Re- 
marks, I ſhall note farther, that the Difficulties 
now in View may be reduc'd under Two general 
Heads; Thoſe, namely, which regard Expreſ- 
ſion, or relate to things ſignify d by the Ex- 
preſſions. Theſe alſo are ſometimes combin'd 
together, and form a mix d Kind of Difficul- 
ties compos d of botli. 

In reference to Expreſſion, I conceive we 
are no ways — about mere Niceties; 


— Things which employ, or torture the = 
tick. 
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ticx. Such are Matters of Curioſity only; and 
may be overlook d by thoſe who have greater 
Things in View. 

But we are more concern'd, when tis diffi- 
cult to fix any proper Meaning on the Words; 
— or the Terms us'd are of ſo uncertain a 
Senſe, that we know not how to ſettle them. 
Theſe are Caſes which ſometimes happen, From 
the former entire Ignorance ariſes; and the 
later is attended with Doubtfulneſs or Error. 

Difficulties as to Things ſignified by Expreſ- 
ſions may relate either to Facts, Arguings, or 
Propoſitions. 

When Facts ſeem to be differently related in 
different Places, --- or told with ſome odd Cir- 
cumſtances, --- or mention'd without ſufficient 
Exactneſs as to Time or Place, the Reader will 
be at a Loſs; and it may require no ordinary 
Labour to adjuſt and ſet all at rights. 

Arguments will be obſcure, if we do not ſuf- 
ficiently diſtinguiſh between thoſe Reaſonings 
which are concluſive in themſelves, and thoſe 
which are intended only to convince the Per- 
{ons to whom they are offer d; If they are 
expreſs'd in a ſhort and imperfe& Manner; 
Built on Principles granted by the Adverſary, 
and therefore not diſtinctly menrion'd by the 
Writer; Or, Laſtly, If they are mix'd with Al- 
luſions to certain Matters now entirely un- 
known. 

Propoſitions may be thought difficult, when 
we know not the Grounds and Reaſons of their 
Truth; When they are expteſs d in ſuch a ge- 


neral Way that we cannot preciſely ſtate and 
limit 
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limit them ; --- When our Ideas are obſcure and 
imperfect; and Queſtions may be rais'd about 
them, the Solution of which is hard or impoſ- 
fible. I ſhall crave Liberty to apply theſe Re- 
marks to our preſent Purpoſe. 

But in order to this, it will be proper to 
take a general View of the Sacred Scriptures, 
and to reduce the ſeveral Parts of theſe like- 
wiſe under certain Heads. From hence it 
will beſt appear How far any of the aforemen- 
tion'd Difficulties may be imputed to them; 
How far we either admit an Obſcurity in theſe 
Writings, or contend that they are clear and 

lain. 

- The Scriptures then may be conſider'd un- 
der theſe ſeveral Views; Either as Hiſtorical 
Narrations of ſomething paſt, --- or Propheti- 
cal Accounts of ſomething future, --- or Doctri- 
nal Collections of certain Truths propos'd to 
our Belief, or laſtly, as a Syſtem of Rules 
and Precepts for the Condu@ of Life. Rea- 
ſoning and Argument being mix d indifferently 
with ſeveral of theſe, and made Uſe of toevince 
and ſupport them, will fall in with ſome of the 
Heads already mention'd. To proceed; 

We do admit readily, that there are ſome 
Difficulties in Expreſſion diſpers'd throꝰ the ſe- 
veral Parts of Scripture. Some Paſſages occur, 
on which tis no eaſy Matter to fix a Meaning; 
and others are capable of various Interpreta- 
tion. But then we ſhould obſerve withal, That 
this is common to other Writings of ancient 
Date; --- That from the Circumſtances of the 


Place it is evident a Solution of theſe Difficulcies 
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is of ſmall Importance ; --- That Terms of 
doubtful Import are ſometimes determin'd from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, or from parallel Pla- 
ces: --- And where this can't be done, Things 
muſt be left, in the ſame Latirude in which the 
Scripture hath deliver'd them: Nothing can 
be more plain than this, Where Expreſſions 
are — indeterminate, our Faith muſt be 
ſo too. 

We do admit, in the next Place, That the 
Hiſtorical Narrations are ſometimes involy'd 
in Obſcurity. The Writers content themſelves 
with a general Account, without deſcending to 
minute particulars. The ſeveral Circumſtances 
of Time and Place are ſometimes either en- 
tirely omitted, or imperfectly deliver'd. The 
Grounds and Reaſons of certain Actions are 
ſcarce hinted at. And different Writers, ſpeak- 
ing variouſly concerning the fame Things, at 
firſt Sight are thought to diſagree. Upon theſe 
Accounts, and ſeveral others which might be 
mention'd, Queſtions will ariſe concerning Hi- 
ſtorical Paſſages, to which ir is not obvious to 
give an Anſwer. But yet Difficulties of this 
Kind have, many of them, been accounted for 

Care and Pains. We are oblig'd to the 
Learned and the Pious for their Labours ; 
whoſe paſt Succeſſes give Grounds to hope for 
more full and compleat Diſcoveries. However, 
even as Matters now ſtand, we deny that any 
Concluſions can be drawn from hence to the 
Prejudice of Scripture. The general Facts are 
ſufficiently ſupported by the clear Teſtimonies 
we enjoy : and the Objailie atedg's, tho 
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ſet in their ſtrongeſt Light, are trifling, if com- 
par'd with poſitive and direct Evidence. When 
a Point is once certain, We are no ways ob- 
lig'd to ſatisfy each curious Queſtion about it; 
and 'tis allow'd in all other Caſes, that Diffi- 
culties are of no Weight againſt Demonſtration. 
To pals on; 

he Propheſies which occur in Scripture, 
Either relate to Things yet to come, --- or elſe 
have receiv'd their Accompliſhment already. 

In reference to thoſe which regard Matters 
as yet future, it is ſufficient if we diſcover ſome 
of the greater and more general Points. It is 
confeſsd that various Things relating to them 
are conceal'd in Darkneſs; and perhaps will 
never be diſtinctly known till accompliſh'd : But 
Then, (whenever it ſhall happen,) all Difficul- 
ties of this Kind will ceaſe: The Event, which 
verifies, will explain the Prediction, and add a 
new Evidence to the Religion we profels. 

But it might perhaps be expected, that every 
Thing ſhould be clear as to Propheſies fulfill'd 
already : That theſe having receiv'd the beſt 
Explanation they are capable of, by the real 
Event of the Things predicted, ſhould be mani- 
feſt: and that no Difficulties could be rais d 
about them by ſerious and skilful Chriſtians, 
Yet we know the Differences of Learned Men 
on this Head. This is a Proof, if we wanted 
others, ) that all Things are not plain and ealy ; 
and therefore ſome Obſcurities muſt be granted 
here likewiſe. 

However it ſhould be obſerv'd, that we, at 
this Diſtance of Time, are plac'd in Circum- 

ſtances 
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ſtances vaſtly different from what thoſe were, 
who liv'd in the more early Ages. Thoſe who 
were Witneſſes to the Accompliſhment of theſe 
Predictions, diſcern'd their Accompliſhment in 
a fuller and ſtronger Light. Many Circnmſtan- 
ces were known to them, to which we are utter 
Strangers: And therefore many particulars in 
the Prophefies themſelves are obſcure to us, 
which to Them were clear and plain. 

Io this I ſhall only add here, That Infidels 
can draw no Advantages from hence. All the 
Great Events predicted, if fulhill'd, can cer- 
tainly be prov'd ro be ſo: and, if they are not 
yet fulhll'd, we {till expect their Accompliſh- 
ment. Mere Circumſtances are of little Weight 
when compar'd with important and momentous 
Facts. Of theſe we are ſure, however at a Loſs 
about leſſer Matters: and the Certainty of the 
One is an over-balance for the Obſcurity of the 
other. | 

Doctrinal Matters are of Two Kinds: Eithe 
Fundamental and neceſſary Truths; or Points 
of ſuch a Nature, that, however in themſelves 
true, yet the explicit Belief of them is not ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. Each of theſe may like- 
wiſe be conſider'd under a double View ; --- ei- 
ther in reference to their general Truth, or 
the particular Explication of them. 

Doctrines, abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
are plainly expreſs d in Scripture. And if ſome 
Texts, in which they are contain'd, are leſs 
clear and determinate, yet others cannot be 
miſtaken by a thinking and ſober Man. Thus 
much we affirm in reference to their Truth. 

But 
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But then, the particular Explication may be 
arduous. In Matters of this high Nature it 
becomes us to be modeſt, and not to decide 
with too much Arrogance. The general Truth 
is plainly deliver d; and the Authority of the 
Teacher will make it certain: But we want a 
Sufficiency of Light to ſolve every curious Que- 
ſtion ; and therefore Difficulties may ariſe from 
hence. Points of this Kind are ealy to be un- 
> but impoſſible to be comprehend- 
ed, 


Doctrines not Fundamental are more or leſs 


| clearly deliver'd in proportion to their general 


Importance. They depend, for the moſt part, 
on a Variety of Texts, in which the clear and 
determinate muſt explain the doubtful. Or if 
any of them are involv'd in ſo much Darkneſs, 
that a ſerious and good Man may miſtake about 
them; the Error will be excus'd by a Good and 
Merciful Being. The explicit Knowledge of 
ſuch Points as theſe, ſerves rather to Improve, 
than Conſtitute. the Chriſtian : And therefore 
the compleat Attainment of it muſt be eſteem d 
the peculiar Happineſs of ſome, and not rhe 
neceſſary Duty of all. | 

Amongſt theſe alſo, Some are of an high and 
arduous Nature: — Matters, however certain 
as tothe Truth of the Propoſition, are yet dark 
and myſterious as to the Explication : But, (as 
I mentioned before, ) it is ſufficient that we un- 
derſtand the Truth, tho* unable diſtinctly to 
unfold the Article. 

Once more; we may conſider the Scriptures 


as a Syſtem of Rules and Precepts for the 2 
act 
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du& of Life: And Rules of this Kind are ei- 
ther of a moral Nature, or a poſitive. . 

The Moral Rules are plain and clear in eve- 
ry reſpect: · Deliver d with the utmoſt Sim- 
plicity, and enforc'd by the ſtrongeſt Motives; 
ſo that he who errs in theſe, muſt be entirely 
without Excuſe. 

Matters of poſitive Inſtitution are plain and 
clear as to the Meaning of the Precept, tho 
poſſibly in ſome other reſpects involv d in Dark- 
neſs. Thus, it is no eaſy Matter to account 
diſtinctly for all the ſeveral Inſtitutions of the 
Jewiſh Law. We know not the particular Rea- 
ſons of all of them: And therefore, are unable to 
anſwer each nice Queſtion which may be ſtart- 
ed about them. But then, We are certain of 
This, If they were preſcrib'd by God, His Au- 
thority will demand Obedience. We may con- 
clude, If the Grounds and Reaſons of Many of 
them appear, Others may be founded on equal 
Reaſons, tlio not apparent: For the ſame Wiſ- 
dom which is clear in ſome, was equally con- 
cern'd in all. 

To what hath been offer'd I ſhall crave 
leave to add farther, That as Arguments and 
Reaſonings are intermix'd with ſeveral Parts of 
Scripture, ſo the Meaning and Force of theſe 
Reaſonings is not always evident. And yet we 
may aſſure ourſelves, — various Conſidera- 
tions, that there is 4 real Force in theſe Rea- 
ſonings, however involy'd and preplex'd they 
may appear. Perhaps we do not ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſh between the ſeveral Kinds of Ar- 
guing, Perhaps we are not ſufficiently appriz'd 
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of the Principles on which the Writers built, 
and the Conceſſions of thoſe Adverſaries with 


whom they dealt. Theſe, and ſeveral other 


Things of the ſame Nature, will ſpread a Dark- 
neſs over the ſureſt Reaſoning. | 

But however the Matter ſtands, we have ſtill 
this Comfort remaining ; that where the Ar- 
gument is obſcure the Point concluded is plain 
and eaſy: And the Truth inferr'd will equally 
ſubſiſt on the Authority of the Arguer, and the 
Force of his Reaſonings. If this be certain, 
we are leſs concern'd about the Difficulties be- 
fore us. They are Matters rather of Curioſity 
than Weight: And however they may perplex 
the Inquiſitive, create no Uneaſineſs to the Se- 
rious. 

Thus I have attempted a true State of the 
Subje& before us. I ſhall now proceed to my 

Second General Head, viz. To Enquire from 
Whence the before-mention'd Difficulties do 
ariſe. 

I am in yu prevented as to this by ſeveral 
Hints occaſionally diſpers d under the former 
Head: But yet, as the Point is of great Mo- 
ment, it will be proper to reſume it here; To 
explain myſelf more diſtinctly; and to add 
ſome farther Obſervations. | 

Here then we may remark, That ſome Ac- 
count may be given of this Point by conſider- 
ing either the Nature of Language in general, 
or ſuch Circumſtances as concern the Language 
of Scripture in particular. 

As Words are arbitrary Signs of Things, fo 
the ſame Expreſſions, which at one Seaſon arc 


fix d 
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fix d and determin'd to a particular Meaning, 
may in Time acquire a different Senſe. They 
vary according to the Will of thoſe Perſons 
who uſe them; and gradually receive a Change, 
either by contracting, or enlarging the Number 
of thoſe Ideas they repreſent. 

What I have now mention'd is too well 
known to need the Support of Proof: And 
from hence every careful Reader may obſerye 
that various Difficulties do often ariſe in ancient 
Writings. The Language of one Age is ſcarce 
underſtood in another. It is either impove- 
riſh'd, or enrich'd. So that, in the one Caſe, 
Men cannot come up to that Fulneſs of Senſe 
repreſented by their Forefathers; nor, in the 
other, deſcend to that Poverty of Meaning, 
which their Language once carried with it. 

Difficulties, we ſee, muſt ariſe from hence, 
tho the Books conſider d be wrote in a Tongue 
familiar. But they will grow upon us excced- 
ingly, when the Language itſelf ceaſes to be in 
common Ute ; --- when we are oblig' d to de- 

nd, in ſome Degree, on the Skill and Fide- 
ity of Interpreters; and have no Opportunity 
to aſcertain the Senſe of Words by our own 
proper Obſervations. 

Beyond this, (which is common to all an- 
cient Books as well as the Scriptures,) we may 
add farther, That ſome Circumſtances attend 
theſe Writings, which are in a manner pecu- 
liar to Them. Thus, the very Language of the 
Old Teſtament is obſerv'd to be doubtful and 
uncertain. There are no Books now remain- 
ing in the ſame Tongue of equal Date _ 

theſe, 
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| theſe. The Expreſſions which occur in them, 
are exceedingly bold and figurative. And tho' 
they appear to be ſingularly beautiful, when 
thoroughly unfolded, yet being remote from 
the preſent Forms, are of no plain or obvious 
Interpretation. 

Add to this, that The Prophetick Writings 
are expreſs d in a Style peculiar to themſelves: 
--- That a tolerable Skill in this, is no ordinary 
Attainment : --- That Men of the greateſt Re- 
putation this Way, are far from an entire A- 
greement ; --- and, in ſeveral Points, utterly 
incapable of deciding with any Shew of Truth. 
Theſe Things conſider d, it will appear, that 
Difficulties are ſo far from being Matter of 
Wonder, that they cannot but ariſe according 
to the common Order and Conſtitution of 
Things. 

It may be farther remark'd to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, That we want the Notice of ſeveral Mat- 
ters either entirely neceſſary, or highly uſeful R 
to explain the Scriptures. 4 

If, in the Hiſtorical Parts there ariſe Diffi- th 
culties, yet Things of that Kind are unavoid- W 
able, where Accounts are ſhort and general; 
and where Writers content themſelves with 
thoſe Matters which ſerve their Ends of Wri- 
ting, without deſcending to thoſe particulars 
which gratify the Curious. We know that to 
adjuſt every Thing of this Nature an exact Ac- 

uaintance with the State both of Times and 
laces is neceſſary. And yet, the Chronology and 
Geography of the Ancients are obſcure Subjects. 


Several Points relating to them cannot be pre- 
ciſely 
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ciſely ſettl'd: And others can be clear d only 


by an accurate Collection of Hints diſpers'd 
thro' various Writings. 


But beſides that the Shortneſs of Hiſtorical 


Accounts may ſometimes perplex the Hiſtory, 
it farther carries this Inconvenience along with 
it, that Defects here muſt darken and obſcure 
moſt other Kinds of Writing. It is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to treat many Subjects without ſome Al- 
luſion to Facts. Theſe being well known, when 
the Books were wrote, might need no particu- 
lar Explication. But, as the general Remem- 
brance of ſuch Things ceaſes, we are oblig'd to 
ſupply it, by having Recourſe to written Hi- 
ſtories, If Theſe therefore ſhall fail us, we 
know not how to repair the Loſs. Paſſages, 
once clear and eaſy, will become intricate ; 
and we muſt content ourſelves rather to con- 
jecture plauſibly, than to decide peremptori- 


Over and above the Diſadvantage which ariſes 
from Hiſtorical Defects, it may be obſerv'd, 
that no ſmall Difficulties may proceed from the 
Want of coëval Writers. Theſe ſerve not only 
to aſſiſt in the Explanation of Language, but 
to give ſome Light into the Meaning and In- 
tention of cotemporary Authors. Every one 
knows of what Uſe they are in explaining the 
Greek and Roman Writings, The lame Advan- 
rages would attend the Scriptures, if we enjoy'd 
the ſame Aſſiſtances. But, in reference to the 
Old Teſtament, we are entirely deſtitute here, 
The Learned inform us, that no Fewiſh Wri- 
tings remain, which arc unqueſtionably * the 

ame 
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fame Ages; And therefore all Helps, which 
might be drawn from thence, are utterly loſt. 

I may be permitted to add, That moſt Books 
abound with Alluſions to certain Uſages of 
thoſe Ages in which they were written. They 
cannot therefore be perfectly underſtood, with- 
out a competent Skill this Way: And fo far 
forth as the Knowledge of ſuch Cuſtoms is loſt, 
tis unavoidable but Perplexities will ariſe. Here 
likewiſe we muſt be ſenſible how much we want 
a Guide. For tho ſome Light may be gather'd 
from different Parts of thoſe Books themſelves, 
and further Inſtructions may be learnt from 
ſucceſſive Jewiſh Writers, yet Difficulties enough 
remain both to employ the Learned, and to diſ- 
appoint their Labours. | 

Once more, and to have done with the Con- 
ſideration in Hand. Many Paſſages are built 
on, and have a ſecret Reference to certain Sen- 
timents and Opinions peculiar to thoſe Ages. 
It was needleſs diſtinctly to unfold Matters, 
well known in thoſe Times, — but which, at 
this Diſtance, we can rather gueſs at, than de- 
termine. If all Things of this Kind were clear, 
we might eaſily account for ſeveral Matters 
which now perplex us. The Reaſonings of St. 
Paul, in ſeveral of his Epiſtles, would appear 
in a Light very different from what they do at 

reſent; and we ſhould then admire the Wil- 
dom of the Philoſopher, as well as the Power of 
the Apoſtle. 

In all the Reſpects before-mention'd, as well 
as others, on which I have not Time to enlarge, 
we want Notices, either neceſſary or uſeful, com- 

pleatly 
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pleatly to unfold the Scriptures. Nor is this a 
Matter in the leaſt to be wonder'd at, ſince the 
ſame Thing happens, in ſome Degree or other, 
to molt ancient Writings, The World is go- 
vern'd according to ſet ſtanding Rules. From 
theſe Providence is not wont to depart, unleſs 
for the higheſt Cauſes. But the Difficulties we 
are concern d with are too {light to juſtify a 
Miracle in preventing them. Our Salvation is 
ſecure notwithſtanding. And a Solution of them 
would ſerve rather to Silence the Infidel, than 
to confirm the Believing. 

To the Reaſons already alledg'd under this 
Head, I ſhall ſubjoin the Nature of certain Sub- 
jects treated of in the Scriptures, The Matters 
here intended, are, Either Propheſies, or My- 
ſteries. 

The Reaſon of the Thing requires, that Pro- 

heſies ſhould be ſometimes — and that 
their full Meaning ſhould not be underſtood till 
the Things predicted be accompliſh'd a, Not 
to inſiſt here, That the Clearneſs of a Predi- 
ction might, according to the common Order 
of Things, hinder the Fulfilment of it; and 
that the Supreme Being, tho' He forcknows 
Mens Actions, yet doth not force them to his 
Ends; -- I ſhall only obſerve, that numberleſs In- 
conveniences would ariſe from a preciſe Know- 
ledge of Events future. It is equally dangerous 
to us to know what ſhall be either our Good, 
or our Bad Fortune; --- the future Succeſs, or 
Calamity either of ourſelves, or our Poſterity. 


— 


a See this Subject accurately handl'd by Dr. Fenkins in his Rea- 
ſens chriſtanity Vol. 2. p. 175. &c. Ed. 4. 
The 
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The One might produce Security, --- the Other 
perhaps Deſpair: And we ſhould be ſtrongly 
tempted to make an ill Uſe of the Preſent, by 
too diſtinct a Proſpect of what is to come. And 
yet Propheſies, in Reference to theſe Things, 
are, in ſome Caſes, highly uſeful. They are 
awakening Evidences of the Superintendence 
of an All-wiſe Being. But then, as they are 
often given rather with a View to future Times, 
than thoſe in which they were written; ſo 
the diſtinct Explication of them muſt be re- 
{erv'd to thoſe Times likewiſe. 

Myſteries are Points, in which The Supreme 
Being hath imparted ſome Knowledge to us; 
--- but the Revelation ſtopping there, ſeveral 
Queſtions to be rais d about them are obſcure. 
Difficult therefore they muſt be, unleſs our No- 
tions concerning theſe Things were more full 
and determinate; --- unleſs our Capacities were 
greater, and the Revelation itſelf more com- 
pleat. 

Vet, tho' it hath pleas d the Divine Wiſdom 
to diſcover theſe Things to us but in Part, no 
W f can ariſe from hence to the Cauſe of 
Religion. There lay no Original Obligation 
on God to reveal Things of this Kind at all; 
much leſs to reveal them in any fuller Meaſure 
of Perfection. If Myſteries there are in the 
Chriſtian Faith, yet ſuch Points were greater 
Myſterics before this Faith was deliver'd. The 
Scripture doth not make, but ſuppoſe them; 
and inſtead of darkening, it caſts ſome Light 
npon them, 


If 
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If it be ſtill ask d, Why Matters of this 


*Kind are not unfolded in a clearer Manner,” 
it may be added, That in ſome reſpects even 
Language itſelf is unable to expreſs them. 
Words are the immediate Repreicntations of our 
Thoughts; and conſequently, can reach no far- 
ther than our Thoughts themtelves. The Things 
therefore, of which we have hitherto had no 
manner of Notion, cannot be perfectly repre- 
ſented in our Words: From whence it follows, 
that to clear up ſome things in reference to 
Divine Doctrines, an immediate Inſpiration 
to each particular Perſon would be neceſlary ; 
--- 4 new Language to expreſs ſuch Matters, 
and new Ideas to underſtand the Language. 
And after all that can be ſuppos'd this Way, 
as ours is a finite Nature, it is impoſſible but 
ſome Things muſt exceed our Knowledge. 
There is no Proportion between Finite and In- 
finite: And therefore, as the Myſterious Do- 
arines contain'd in Scripture do chiefly relate 
to Subjects of an infinite Extent, our Know- 


ledge concerning them may be infinitely im- 


proving, and yet never perfect. Theſe are 
Matters above the State and Condition of our 
Nature; and Difficulties muſt ariſe, as well 
from the Greatneſs of the Things declar'd, as 
the Manner of revealing them, 

I muſt not conclude this Head withour ta- 
king Notice of an Objection, which may poſſi- 
bly be alledg'd here. It may be ſaid, that a 
Diſtinction ſhould be made between thoſe Dif- 
ficulties which have ariſen from Length of 
Time, and thoſe which St, Peter tells yan 

ſiſte 
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ſiſted in the Apoſtolick Age ; --- That the Ar- 
guments, hitherto produc'd, relate only to the 
former; And that a Diſcourſe form'd on the 
Confeſſion of St. Peter, ought to account for 


thoſe Difficulties to which his Words refer. 


To which may be added, That unleſs ſome Ac- 
count be given of this Matter, the Objection 
drawn from Scripture Difficulties will remain 
in Force. For, To affirm “that ſomething of 
this Kind muſt ariſe in Courſe of Time,” will 
be to no Purpoſe, if much the ſame ſubſiſted 
even in the early Ages. A Solution of this may 
be demanded ; and I obey, 

It ſhould be obſerv'd therefore, that when 
St. Peter wrote, there might be rwo Sorts of 
Difficulties ſubſiſting ; Thoſe namely which re- 
garded the Old Teſtament, and thoſe which 
concern'd certain Writings in the New, The 
Text ſeems to reſpect both: For, whillt tis al- 
low'd, that in the Writings of St. Paul, there 
are ſome Things hard to be underſtood, it is added, 
which they that are unlearn'd and unſtable wreſt, 
4s they do alſo THE OTHER SCRIPTURES, to their 
own Deſtruction. 

Difficulties then, which ſubſiſted with regard 
to the Old Teſtament, muſt have been of much 
the ſame Nature with thoſe I have already 
handled; Such, for the moſt part, as aroſe from 
Length of Time, and the Diſtance there was 
berwcen the Prophetick and the Apoſtolick 
Ages. Theſe indeed may have been increas d 
ſince by the ſeveral Accidents which ſucceeding 
Centuries have brought with Them. But it 


Matters of that Kind did rcally perplex Men 
in 
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in the Apoſtles Times; as we may aſcribe them 
to the ſame Cauſes, ſo we may defend our 
Faith in the ſame Ways I have before ſuggeſt- 


ed. 
But, it may mou be thought that every 


Thing ſhould have been plain at the Time 
when the Scriptures were firſt publiſh'd ; in 
Writings which record our very Faith; and 
which were compos'd for the Service of that 
Age at leaſt, in which they were deliver'd. Yer, 
St. Peter owns, that Difficulties there were in 
the Writings of St. Paul, a Perſon of firſt Rank 
amongſt the Apoſtles, and who labour d more 
abundantly than they all. 

Upon this give me Leave to demand, What 
were the Difficulties to which St. Peter refers? 
Did they relate to Matters of a myſterious Na- 
ture? If fo, the Reflexions, before offer'd on 
that Point, will be of equal Uſe here. Did 
they concern Propheſies of certain Events to 
be accompliſh'd in future Time? Things of 
that Kind have likewiſe been conſider'd al- 
ready. Or, did they ariſe from our Apoſtles 
Method of arguing, and handling certain Sub- 
jects before him? If That were the Caſe, it 
may be proper to conſider the Matter more 
cloſely. 

It 1s obſervable of St. Paul, that as he en- 
joy'd the Advantage of a learned Education, 
and had made a more than ordinary Progreſs 
in Science, ſo his Reaſonings are much deeper 
than thoſe we meet with in the reſt of the 
Apoſtles. Now, from ſuch as thele it is no 
Wonder if ſome Sort of Difficulties do _ ; 

| | uc 
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ſuch at leaſt as perplex the unlearned, and 
which they may ſometimes interpret wrong. 
Theſe are the Perſons, who are faid to have 
wreſted the Writings of St. Paul. St. Peter af- 
firms it expreſsly. And therefore, no ſufficient 


Objection can be drawn from hence, without 


maintaining, that a Writer ought not to em- 
ploy his Talent for the Service of Some, unleſs 
they may prove of equal Advantage to All. 

Reafonings of this Kind, which can be ap- 
prehended only by the Learned, were defign'd 
only for their Service: And therefore, the un- 
learned, as they are not concern'd in ſuch Mat- 
ters, can have no Room for Complaint. Such 
were to be taught in another Way, --- not by 
Arguing, but Authority. If therefore the ſe- 
veral Concluſions, which our Apoſtle ſupported 
by a Courſe of Reaſoning, for the Uſe of the 
Learned, were, as to their Meaning, ſufficient- 
ly plain, the unlearn'd were concern'd to take 
his Word for the Truth of them; and to re- 
member that St. Paul was an Apoſtle, as well 
as a Philoſopher, 

But, there might be another Sort of Diffi- 
culties, ariſing from the Method, in which our 
Apoſtle hath treated certain Subjects; And 
Theſe likewiſe muſt be accounted for. 

It is readily confeſsd, that as to the preſent 
Times every Thing is not perfectly clear in St. 
Paul's Epiſtles; and perhaps ſome of the ſame 
Difficulties might equally have ſubſiſted in the 
Times of St. Peter. This, I ſay, might be, 
--- and if we duly conſider Matters, ſhall find, 
muſt be. It cannot bur ari{c from the very Na- 

ture 
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ture of Epiſtolary Writings; in which the Au- 
thor muſt frequently hint at Things, with which 
none can be well acquainted, but thoſe Perſons 
to whom he writes. When theſe Epiſtles there- 
fore came to be publiſh'd, no Wonder if ſome 
Obſcurities aroſe ; --- no Wonder if Perſons, 
who knew not the State of thoſe Churches, to 
whom ſuch Epiſtles were dire&ed, ſhould, in 
certain particulars, either miſtake, or be igno- 
rant. The like bappens in all other Caſes of 
the ſame Kind: and therefore, might reaſon- 
ably be expected here. 

But, it will be demanded perhaps, © Were 
ce not theſe Writings intended for general and 
te laſting Uſe? Ought they not therefore to be 
*equally intelligible to all Perſons, and at all 
ce Times?“ Such Queſtions are captious, and 
ſhould be anſwer'd with ſomewhat of Reſerve. 

The ſacred Epiſtles had a double View; and 
were compos d in ſuch a manner, as to be ſer- 
viceable for a double Purpoſe: --- I mean, firſt 
and principally, to thole Perſons, for whoſe 
Uſe they were immediately wrote ; and, in the 
next place, but more remotely, to all other 
Chriſtians cither in that, or the ſucceeding 
Ages. Both Ends may be, and muſt be ſerv'd 
by them. But then, foraſmuch as the Condi- 
tion of the firſt Churches had ſomething in it 
peculiar to themſelves, thoſe Parts which more 
immediately reſpected their Condition, might, 
without Impeachment, be obſcure to others: 
And the Intendment of Providence will be ful- 
ly anſwer'd, if there be a general and ſufficient 
Clearneſs as to thoſe Points only, which were 
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defign'd for common and general Uſe. No 
Writings can be reaſonably cenſur'd as obſcure 
and unintelligible, if they are compos'd in ſuch 
a manner, as to be underſtood by all thoſe who 
are concern'd in them, as to thoſe Points in 
which they are concern'd. To inſiſt on more 
than this, is to forget the very Nature and 
End of Writing. 

After having aflign'd the foregoing Cauſes of 
the Difficulties which occur in Scripture, I 
might go on to examine and refute — un- 
warrantable Concluſions fometimes drawn from 
thence. 

I might obſerve, in reference to Infidels, 
That the Dignity and Authority of the Sacred 
Writings are ſtill ſecure; and that Objections 
built on this Conſideration, prove rather the 
Vanity of thoſe who make them, than any real 
Weakneſs in the Religion they oppole. 

I might go on and obſerve farther, in Oppo- 
fition to the Church of Rome, That notwith- 
ſtanding the Scriptures are, in ſome reſpects, 
of hard Interpretation; --- yet there is no Ne- 
ceſſity for a Living and Infallible Guide; Or, 
if there were, It would be more reaſonable to 
expect that each particular Perſon ſhould in- 
fallibly determine for himſelf, than that One 
Man, or One Body of Men ſhould infallibly 
judge for all. For, the Interpretations made, 
--- however infallible thoſe may be who make 
them, cannot abſolutely Secure from Error, 
without an equal Infallibility in the Appre- 
henſions of thoſe Men to whom they are gi- 
yen. | 
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I might, Laſtly, remark, againſt the Deter- 
mination of ſome modern Corrupters of Reli- 
gion, That notwithſtanding the Obſcurities in 
certain Doctrines propos'd to our Belief, yet 
they ought not to be treated as flight and in- 
conſiderable Matters. Every Doctrine deliver'd 
in Scripturc, is profitable at lcaſt, tho not ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be known; and conſe- 
quently, what we are concern d to ſearch after 
and conſider with an Attention equal to its Im- 
portance. But the diſtinct Proſecution of 
theſe particulars would carry me beyond juſt 
Bounds. I ſhall therefore forbear, and pals 
on to the 

Laſt Head propos d, viz. To apply the Do- 
ctrine hitherto inſiſted on to its proper Ends 
and Ules. 

We ſhould recollect, that Difficulties in the 
Subject now treated of, imply, not only thoſe 
Things of which no ſufficient Account can be 
given, but thoſe likewiſe whichꝰtry our Abili- 
ties, and cannot be ſolv'd without conſiderable 
Pains and Learning. That ſuch Points there 
are in the Sacred Writings muſt be granted on 
all Hands: And the great Importance of ſome 
particulars of this Kind, cannot be diſputed by 
a ſerious and knowing Chriſtian. 

I conceive a good Argument may be drawn 
from hence for the Reaſonableneſs of a Stand- 
ing Miniſtry, The Divine Inſtitution of this 
Office doth not fall within the Compaſs of my 
Deſign. This is a Subject, however deſerving 
our Meditations, yet beſide the preſent Pur- 


pole, But from the Doctrine inſiſted on the 
Fit- 
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Fitneſs of this Inſtitution will appear; and the 
Wiſdom of Providence in ſettling ſo great a 
Point be manifeſt. 

Nothing can be more clear and certain than 
This, that we ought to make the belt Uſe poſ- 
ſible of the Notices already given ns; and con- 
ſequently, if any Thing of Obſcurity ſhall ariſe, 
to apply all the Means to clear ſuch Points 
within our Power. It is evident, at firſt View, 
the State of the World is ſuch, that the Bulk 
of Mankind cannot unfold theſe Matters by 
their own proper Skill and Labour. They want 
either Parts, or Learning, or Leiſure to com- 
pals this End. But thoſe Diladvantages which 
ſpring from the preſent Condition of Things, 
may admit ſome Remedy in a natural Way. 
Men, who arc incapable of clearing up Mat- 
ters by their own Study, may receive Aſſiſtan- 
ces from the Studies of otliers: And Things 
may be laid open to them by the Endeavours 
of the Learned, to which the unlcarn'd are 
perfectly of themſelves, unequal. 

The Scriptures were written in Languages, 
the Knowledge of which is now confin'd to 
Perſons of a liberal Education : And were they 
ſtill kept within theſe Tongues, they muſt to 
the Generality of Mankind be uſeleſs. But 
the Piety of various Tranſlators hath laid them 
open in a good degree, to general Uſe. Vet, it 
is noted by the skilful, that however juſt theſe 
Verſions may be, as to the main, there are ſome 
Tnaccuracies in the rendering: And theſe ſhould 
be remov'd by Perſons of ſufficient Skill and 


Learning. 


But, 
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But, ſuppoſing that every Thing this Way 
had been juſtiy done; yet the Bulk of Readers 
will find abundant Difficulties to perplex Them. 
The very Style it{elf is not obvious to ever 
one: and there are various particulars ! 
cannot be clear'd without a thorough Acquain- 
tance with ſeveral Parts of Science. 

Over and above thoſe Points which try the 
Abilities of the Learned themſelves, we ſhould 
note, that ſeveral Matters will be obſcurc to 
the Ignorant, which are clear and obvious to 
the Knowing. Thele therefore, as well as the 
former, are needful ro be inſiſted on: Do- 
Arines muſt be evinc'd and clear'd; Duties ex- 
plain'd and enforc'd ; The crafty Adverſary re- 
futed; The erring Chriſtian reclaim'd; The 
doubting confirm'd ; The preſumptuous re- 
prov'd; and the deſponding comforted. Nei- 
ther the Knowledge nor the Practice of Religion 
can be ſecur d without a ſuitable Provifion made 
for them; nor can This be done without the 
Service of a ſtanding Miniſtry. The Affairs be- 
fore-mention'd, (whatever Mens Abilities may 
be,) cannot be accompliſh'd but by Perſons en- 
— devoted to them. Thoroughly to Study, 
Explain, and enforce the * will take 
up all our Time: And therefore an Employ- 
ment ſo arduous and concerning ought not to 
be conſider'd as a Secondary Buſineſs, nor en- 
truſted in Hands engag'd in ſecular Affairs. 

If this Arguing be juſt, we may advance a 
Step farther, and contend, that a competent 
Proviſion ought to be made for the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. They that preach the Word - 
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for in ſuch a manner as to attend on the Lord 
without Diſtraction. No Temptations ſhould 
be laid in their Way to make up a poor Sub- 
ſiſtence by low and fordid Ways of Gain, dil- 
reputable to the Man who uſes them, and in- 
jurious to tlie very Oſfice he ſuſtains. 

Much we owe in this regard, (and we ought 
to acknowledge it with Gratitude,) to the Pie- 
ty and Liberality of Chriſtian Princes, by whom 
Laws have been in ſeveral Ages enacted for the 
Maintenance and Support of the Clergy. And 
if it happens in particular Inſtances that the 
Proviſions aſſign'd fall ſhort, tho' we cannot 
but lament the Misfortune, it becomes us not 
to complain. A Foundation is already lay'd to 
repair theſe Deticiencics by the Munificence 
of the Crown, which hath generouſly parted 
with its own Rights to relieve us, We may 
look forward therefore with Comfort, and take 
a View of Times, in which the Misfortunes we 
now labour under will be remov'd; in which a 
{uitable Support will be ſettl'd for all who mi- 
niſter in Sacred Things, and ſome Amends made 
for the unhappy Depredations of former Ages. 
Thus much, 1 is not improper to have 
been obſerv'd. --- But, as the purſuing this Re- 
flexion would carry me off too far from my 
main Deſign, I retreat; and beg your Patience 
whilſt I apply the Doctrine hitherto inſiſted on 
to {ome farther Uſes and Purpoſes. 

From the Difficulties which occur in Scri- 
pture, I have already deduc'd the Neceſſity of 
a ſtanding Miniſtry to interpret theſe Writings 
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and the Rea ſonableneſs of aſſigning them a com- 
petent Support. I ſhall not ſtrain Matters if I 
infer, in the next Place, the Wiſdom of erect- 
ing Schools of Learning for the Improvements 
of Art and Science; --- of thoſe at leaſt which 
ſerve to explain the Scriptures, and by Acquain- 
trance with which Men arc prepar'd to officiate 
in the Sacred Miniſtry. 

Even in the Jewiſh Times there were Schools 
and Seminarics of the Prophets; in which the 
Youth were diſpos'd for the Illapſes of the Spi- 
rit by human and natural Preparations. When 
our Bleſſed Lord appear d, He choſe indeed 
his Twelve Apoſtles from amongſt the Unlearn- 
ed, that The Faith [of his Goſpel] might not ſtand 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. 
1 Cor, 2. 5. But then, to ſupply the Defects of 
human Attainments they were endu'd with ſu- 
pernatural Skill; and the Knowledge of thoſe 
neceſſary Things was deriv'd from above, which 
they could not learn in an human and ordina- 
ry Way. And yet even in thoſe Times Provi- 
dence did not diſdain the Service of St. Paul 
in propagating the Goſpel] ; who is {aid to have 
labour d in this Cauſe with extraordinary Vi- 
gour, --- and whole Writings afford ample 
Proofs as well of learned Accompliſhments as 
Divine Inſpiration, But if Religion might re- 
ceive Aſſiſtances from the Arts of Learning, 
even in thoſe Ages when Inſpiration prevail'd, 
we muſt be ſenſible how much theſe Arts are 
neceſſary in the preſent Times, when Difficulties 
in religious Matters are mightily increas'd, and 
the miraculous Spirit of Interpretation is gone 
from us. If 
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If therefore the Acquiſitions of human Sci- 
ence be ſo highly uſeful and even neceſſary to 
this End, the erecting Schools and Seminaries 
of Learning can need no Apology ; The Me- 
mories of all thoſe who have either founded or 
endow'd them will be precious with ſober Men 
The Publick will think itſelf concern d to pro- 
te& their Rights; No generous Perſon will 
envy Them thoſe Poſſeſſions which have been 
deriv'd to them by the Piety either of the for- 
mer or of preſent Times; No Learned Man 
will be found to diſcourage Learning, --- nor 
can a good Man entertain a Wiſh to the Pre- 
judice of Virtue and Religion. Whilſt there 
are thele Advantages on their Side, we need 
be leſs concern'd at any Attempts of Adverſa- 
ries againſt them. If Encmies they have, they 
muſt be few; diſtinguiſh'd by the Want of 
thoſe Arts whoſe Intereſts they oppoſe, and of 
that Religion they are — to ſupport. 
Such as theſe deſerve more our Contempt than 
Hatred; and can never act with conſiderable 
Succeſs but againſt themſelves. 

I {peak not this meerly with a View to thoſe 
vencrable Bodies which are deſign'd for the 
higher Improvements of Science, but to thole 
likewiſe which as really, if not equally, ſerve 
the ſame Ends by laying the firſt Foundations 
of Knowledge. It is in ſuch as This, --- (which 
is now honour'd by your publick Regards, ) that 
the Youth are traind up to Virtue, Diligence, 
Modeſty. It is here that the Seeds of all fu- 
ture Attainments are ſown and cultivated ; from 
which being afterwards tranſplanted, they grow 
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up to a full Meaſure of Perfection. By the 
Arts, in which they are here inſtructed, they 
are qualified to unlock the Treaſures of ancient 
Wiſdom; And the Univerſities themſelves do 
but direct the right Application of that which 
was firſt learnt at School, 

The Importance then of ſuch Places of In- 
ſtitution for the great Purpoſes of future Life, 
is manifeſt ; and will juſtify all the Countenance 
which can be given to them, --- even thoſe high 
Honours they now receive from this numerous 
Aſſembly. 

But I muſt not loſe Sight of that ſupreme 
End of human Learning, which gave Birth to 
the preſent Reflexions; --- its Subſerviency, I 
mean, to the Intereſts of Religion, by leading 
the way to interpret and explain the Scriptures. 
Theſe being originally deliver'd in Languages 
out of common Uſe, and requiring a good In- 
fight into ſeveral Parts of Learning, cannot be 
clear d up but by the Aſſiſtance of preparatory 
Studies: Here then muſt we begin: And it 
will become us ever to remember, that the In- 
ſtitutions of the School, as the Foundations of 
a Building, are not leſs uſeful or neceſſary, 
however their Situation may be thought leſs 
honourable, and they are more remov'd from 
View. 

To go on; From the Doctrine inſiſted on we 
may conclude, That Chriſtians are oblig'd to 
read and ſtudy theſe Writings, and to improve 
in the Knowledge of them in proportion to the 
Means and Opportunities they enjoy. The Scri- 
ptures are the Word of God, and contain the 
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Ways and Methods of Salvation. If we conſi- 
der them in the former View, it is our Duty 
to ſtudy them; If in the later, it is our ſupreme 
Intereſt. But as in all Matters where the End 
aim'd at is of great Importance, the Difficulties 
which are met with ſhould excite our Induſtry, 
ſo in the preſent Caſe our Engagements are in- 
comparably the greateſt ; becauſe eternal Salva- 
tion is of infinitely higher Moment than any 
other End whatſoever. If therefore God hath 
been pleas'd to order Matters ſo, that Care is 
— as well to learn our Duty as to diſ- 
charge it, it becomes us to apply ourſelves to 
this Work with Zeal, proportionable to the 
Greatneſs of the End aim'd at, and the Difficul- 
ties of obtaining it. Let it not be thought that 
all thoſe Points, which are not plain and obvious 
at firſt Sight, are Matters of mere Curioſity. 
Sentiments of this Kind will prejudice our 
Faith to a very great Degree; and when tho- 
roughly examin'd will be found to ariſe from 
inexcuſable Sloth, or ſecret Infidelity. The 
true State of the Caſe is This; Since God 
hath declar'd his Will ro us, we are as really 
concern'd to examine into the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of his Declarations, as to adhere to them 
when rightly underſtood by us. It is therefore 
vain to plead that Obſcurities ariſe, and that 
many Points are difficult and perplexing. This 
Conſideration is ſo far from excuſing our Ne- 
gligence, that it aggravates the Guilt of it. 

I ſhall advance a little farther, and obſerve, 
That as the Duty of ſtudying the Scriptures 
ariſes from conſidering the Difficulties which 
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occur in them, ſo from the ſame Principle we 
may deduce ſome general Rules by which to 
purſue this Study. 

It is obvious that all Matters of this Kind 
require Attention; and therefore the Sacred 
Writings muſt not be read by an haſty and 
careleſs Eye. As they deſerye, ſo they demand 
likewiſe our intenſeſt Thoughts; For, in the 
Nature of Things, Difficulties cannot be con- 
quer'd but by Pains. 

It follows, in the next place, That if Mat- 
ters of this Kind occur which reſiſt our firit 
Endeavours, we ought not to leave the Work 
unfiniſh'd. A new Attempt may be more ſuc- 
ceſsful, and ſecond Labours repair the Miſ- 
carriages of the firſt, Various Aids may be 
call'd in: New Light may be drawn from Mat- 
ters not yet conſider d; And the Point, tho 
difficult, is not perhaps invincible. It is owing 
to this Conſtancy in the Labours of the Learn- 
ed, that ſo many Difficulties in Scripture have 
been clear'd up, and a Foundation lay'd to ac- 
count for ſeveral other Things as yet couceal'd. 
The ſame Methods will ever carry on, and ad- 
vance the ſame Cauſe. 

But yet, after all, there are ſome Things in 
the Sacred Writings which exceed our Capaci- 
ties: And thoſe which are leſs arduous cannot 
be ſurmounted without the Aids of Grace, This 
Conſideration ſuggeſts to us another Rule, viz. 
That we apply ourſelves to this Work with the 
— m Humility of Mind. Of other 
Books we are Judges; and decide concerning 
them according to the ſeveral Notions = em- 
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brace : But here we come to be judg'd our- 
ſelves, and muſt ſubmit our moſt favourite Sen- 
timents to the Tryal. Gods Word is entire 
Truth; --- not to be meaſur'd by the Preju- 
dices we entertain, nor the ſcanty Reaſon of 
which we arc Maſters. In theſe great Points 
we muſt ſubmit without Reſerve; For Divine 
Myſteries are not to be diſputed, but ador'd. 
I ſhall only add to this, That the Conſidera- 
tion of human Frailty, and the Inſufficiency of 
our corrupted Nature require that we addreſs 
ourſelves to this Work with the greateſt De- 
pendence on God: That we beg his Bleſſing 
on our Studies; The Aids of his Grace to for- 
ward, and the Comforts of his Spirit to ſup- 
ort us, If we proceed in This pious Way, 
The God, who approves, will guide and in- 
fluence our Labours; will either lead us into 
the Knowledge of Truth, or preſerve us from 
all dangerous Errours ; --- will carry us on in 
the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of our Duty; and at 
length reward us with eminent Degrees of 
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